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Fcrming cnd Hunting
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When I moved from Tokyo to Tsuru in 2020, I asked
myself two questions; what could I do in Tsuru that
had not been possible while living in a big city, and in
what small way might I be able to contribute to the
community around me?

I realized that moving to the countryside would
give me the opportunity pursue two different past-time
interests, both separate, yet intimately connected:
farming and hunting. I have many memories of helping
my family with the fruit trees and various bushes that
grew in our garden in Sweden. I had for a long time
wanted to reconnect with that heritage. Although I
had been fascinated by the act of hunting as a means
of connecting to the wild and as a source of healthy
sustenance, hunting was for me uncharted territory.

Living in Tsuru gave me a chance to do both,
and I believe that they also allowed me to connect
with the local community in a way that I would not
otherwise have been able to. The local hunters are

often also engaged in small scale farming, and I know
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many who utilize their hunting skills to protect their
crops from deer, boar and monkeys. One senior hunter
told me that even though hunting is enjoyable in and
of itself, as it brings us closer to nature and allows
us to harvest healthy and sustainable meat, we must
not forget that hunting also fulfils a vital function of
protecting the livelihood of many rural communities
that are relying on agriculture and forestry.

Although the number of active hunters in Japan
is decreasing, during my time at Tsuru University,
I have been glad to see several students show an
interest in starting to hunt. In the future I hope that
more young Japanese men and women will come to see
hunting as not only a way to come closer to nature
and to eat delicious game meat, but also as a way to
contribute to one’s local community.
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