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I am extremely grateful for having had the opportunity to
step away from the classroom and devote a whole academic
year to research. During the year I managed to arrange
visiting researcher positions at two institutions: Edinburgh
University (UK) and Macquarie University (Australia).
Both sojourns, though ultimately brief, were extremely
meaningful, and I returned to Tsuru with renewed energy,
inspiration and curiosity.

Through the position at Edinburgh I was able to work with
Dr. Nicola Galloway, a leading researcher in the field of
Global Englishes. This is a growing field, with significant
implications for English education around the world,
especially in the so-called ‘Expanding Circle’ nations such
as Japan. It challenges the traditional norms of English
education, based as they are on a native-speaker-centric
view of the English language. And it is an area that we
in the English Department are currently developing and
highlighting in our curriculum.

Meanwhile, after crossing to the other side of the equator,
I spent three months at Macquarie University, in Sydney,
collaborating with Dr. Peter Roger of the Department of
Linguistics. This was a happy reunion, in that Dr. Roger
was one of my teachers during my Master’s studies at the
very same institution, too many years previously! We both
share a strong research interest in the area of language

Global Englishes, Global Identities:

Notes on sabbatical

Hamish Gillies,
Dept. of English

learner motivation and identity, so to be able to meet face-
to-face and talk research on a regular basis was a real
treat. I had already determined to investigate this area
through a drama-based approach to English learning, taking
advantage of the unique combination of features that drama
activities offer, such as role-playing and character analysis.
Dr. Roger therefore assisted me in developing a research
design that I have since applied in my teaching at Tsuru.

Beyond my research activities, the stay in Sydney provided
me with another new challenge: with my wife having to
remain in Yamanashi through her work commitments, we
decided that our two daughters would accompany me to
Australia, entering a local school in Sydney for the three
months we were there. This provided a very natural rhythm
to my life there: researcher by day, single daddy by night!

All in all, 2018 will
stay with me for
many years to come
- a unique learning
experience in so many
important ways.
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