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Hamish Gillies

Graduating from university is a
major transitions in many people’s
lives: the transition from formal
education to the world of work.
As with any significant transition,
it presents us with an important
opportunity to reflect on life.
And so, when asked to write this
message for Tsuru students on
the verge of graduation, several,
somewhat conventional ideas came
to mind first, for instance: prepare
yourself for life in a globalized
world; keep developing your
English ability. While such advice
may well be very practical, I could
not help but recall the following
extract from the speech given by
the late Steve Jobs at the Stanford
University Commencement in
2005:

‘Death is very likely the single
best invention of Life. It is Life's
change agent. It clears out the
old to make way for the new.
Right now the new is you, but
someday not too long from now,
you will gradually become the
old and be cleared away ... Your
time is limited, so don't waste it
living someone else's life. Don't
be trapped by dogma — which
is living with the results of other
people's thinking. Don't let the
noise of others' opinions drown

out your own inner voice.

And most important, have the
courage to follow your heart
and intuition. They somehow
already know what you truly
want to become. Everything

else is secondary.’(Steve Jobs)

Jobs’ words really struck me
because it is all too easy to live
someone else’s life, as it were,
limited by their idea of who or
what you should become. Of
course it is perfectly natural for
you as a fledgling adult to look
for guidance from significant
elders in your life, but however
wise their advice may be, they
are not you, they are not living
your life, so they will not face
the consequences of the decisions
you make, or the actions you take.
They will not feel the regret of
paths not taken or opportunities
missed, nor the reverse of course:
the joy of fulfillment derived
from allowing your unique gifts
and talents fully flower. So my
message to you boils down to
this: worry not about outcomes or
results, but rather follow your heart
right now, confidently taking each
step as it presents itself. As the
Italian Renaissance philosopher,
Marsilio Ficino, once wrote: ‘Live
for today, for the man who lives

for tomorrow never lives.’

YIotF(1A22H
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Having studied for four years
at Tsuru University, I truly
feel I was able to make my
knowledge of my favorite major
deepen. Especially, I did not
just learn English literature but
I explored foreign culture and
religion anew, and pedagogy
profoundly.

In my English Literature class,
reading the works of British
writers and poets inspired my
sense massively, and [ felt what
the writers and poets wanted
to appeal society and people
at that time and people who
live in the near future. Reading
books and poems in English
gave me beautiful feelings and
expressions which I cannot
experience just reading in
Japanese.

In my Special English Education
Seminar, I have acquired useful
knowledge which helps when
being an English teacher. We
went to teach English to high
school students having devised
a class in English. Having done
such experimental teaching I
could get student’s responses
directly, and it told me how
interesting and difficult it is to
teach students English.

The classes mentioned above
were so interesting and
stimulating, but of course there
are many other classes which
inspired me but which I am
unable to write about here.

RiDZ&lE

However, taking British culture
seminar, run by Hamish Gillies,
aroused me the most. I had been
inquisitive about British culture
and history, and I thought I
already knew about the UK
so much myself. However,
having taken this seminar, I
realized how my knowledge
was lacking. Although the class
met just once a week, learning
about the British Monarchy
and different dialects of British
English was so interesting for
me that I started to study myself
about them, reading books or
watching movies. All of the
things I learnt in this seminar
helped my study abroad to
the UK so much and this
experience told me how much
I should know Japan, my own
country, as well. Consequently,
attending this seminar gave me
an opportunity to understand
how studying should be never-
ending.

Besides my classes, interacting

with my fellow students has
also been a very important part
of my time at Tsuru University.
My fellow seminar members,
with their wealth of knowledge,
gave me unending advice
regarding my graduation thesis.
My fellow tennis club members,
and their friendly rivalry,
cheered me up when I had hard
time. And even just laughing
and chatting about nothing in
particular with friends over
dinner made my university life
so special.
I am going to cherish all my
memories at Tsuru University
and make my knowledge I got
while at this university go a
long way. Thank you so much
Tsuru University !
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