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mbracing Tsuru

BERE VY B
Dods, Aaron Christopher

Hello, my name is Aaron Christopher Dods. Please call me
Aaron. After working as a part-time teacher of English at
Tsurubunka University for three years I am delighted to have
joined the Center for Language Education as a full-time
teacher of English.

As a part-timer I really enjoyed my one day a week at
Tsurubunka University-the verdant hills that surround the
city of Tsuru were a welcome relief from the concrete jungle
of Tokyo. Just as importantly, I found the students here to be
without fail friendly, courteous and eager to learn. It is no
wonder that I jumped at the chance to work here as a full-time
English teacher when the opportunity arose.

Having lived in Japan for more than twenty years I understand
the challenges that young Japanese adults face when it comes to
the English language. On the one hand, they realize that English
is the lingua franca of the world and the de facto language for
international business. They understand that as the Japanese
population continues to decline, Japan will rely more and
more on the outside world to drive its economy through the
diversification of exports and the harnessing of inbound tourism.
On the other hand, it is more than likely that they found their
English language classes at junior high school and high school

to be repetitive and boring. In a largely monocultural society,
it is also likely that they have had very few opportunities to
expose themselves to living, authentic English.

So, it is a relief to be able to say that, after twenty plus years
of teaching English in this amazing country, I am still as
passionate as ever about encouraging Japanese university
students to “speak English”. As I mentioned previously,
English is becoming more and more critical as a skill that
young people need for their careers. But it’s not just that-being
able to communicate in two (or more) languages has been
shown to improve
mental health, allow
you to engage with a
broader more diverse
group of people and,
ultimately, broaden
your horizons. As

long as students can
benefit through the
learning of English,

This was me April 7th 2019 when
| first came to Tsuru for TR,

| immediately fell in love with the
town.

I will be here doing
all that I can to help
them!
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